Z Throughout lhe summer months,
the Sentinel will  publish our

popular YA Desert Place" columns

... from past issues. This week takes

us back to July 1987 and Helen

Fam:hers ‘thoughts on birds. The

columns were provided by the Cave
“Creek Improvement Assocumon ;

i
" By HELEN " FANCHER

- Lhe bird population  in’ your yard
“lately. I suppose our most popular
4% and obvious additions- are” in the
* Gambel quail families.
Because we had-spring rains at

<" just the tight time to produce fresh.

" greens, . which ~trigger. -the
_ < reproductive behaviour in the adult
! quail, - we ‘are “now ‘having an

- .abundance of :young — from-the .-
- walnut sized, newly-hatched to the

parhally—feathered "teen-agers.”

.- "It is important now to see. that--

“t fresh, clean water is available to
£ them. Tt i is fun to-watch them' come:

to~our: - watering - hole -led by -
- protective - parents. ‘When ' they-

* leave, one; parent leads the ‘way

“ while the other waits to see that

there are no'stragglers.. :
¢z Among most other bird species
[

,g we have here; the young: are about
i aslarge as their parents before they

e
38
: " encourage their independence.’

{.cactus ‘wren's-nest woven into the
. fig vines over the entrance to-our
““carport. It “has the characteristic
- round-hole at one.end, and a bird
fhes out nearly every ume a car
- enters or leaves.

) e Another cactus wren fai

_|ust off our deck where we can

easﬂy ‘watch- the comlngs and"

© | Boings.
‘A “pair: of brown-crestcd fly-
', catchers built a neat nest cradled by

A

* visits

- leave they nest. They may still be
awkward ‘and dependent ‘though, We.
= see them. ‘with open mouths and
! fluttering wings, beggmg to.be fed
by -parents who are Striving 1o am

At our house, we ‘seem. to be . ;

+ especially blessed with nesting sites v
* this year. There is an attractive -

: commonly have Lhe costa and the

4 ‘ the arms of a giant saguaro. They

Natura beauty o
through preservatlon A

B in or bado[wa‘

have ralsed sever yeung lhcre
The. Gila woodpeckers raise a’
. famlly ‘every yeariin an old saguaro
just-back of our house. This year
they had to- fight off some starlmgs

-~ ‘to defend their home.

. A paid of gilded ﬂlckers clarms a
.larger hole in: a saguaro ‘up. the

© arroyo- “above. our place ‘A young:
: " cardinal whose beak is still dark and -
Have you noticed:the addmons o

-whose:crest still‘looks: uncombcd
r. T've: never been,
-able to dxscover a-cardinal's nest,

. although we: annually entertain one

.or two_ pairs of: their young. This
time of year is full of new life in
the 'wild.

If you are-among the many of us
who take to the Mogollon Rim
country for frequent or occasional
-breaks: from'the ‘heat; don't-fail to

- notice the_kvery drfferent ‘species S0

close, but at a hi; i
-On a recent visit, whﬂe walkmg
through- the pmes, ‘I'noticed -the
murmurmgs of “many ‘different
:small-voices close by. I discovered
“that by stepping quietly, T could
-move into the midst of a group’ ‘of
many: small birds.
There were brown creepers busrly

- picking " their way ‘up the trees,
- whilepygmy. nuthatches: worked
‘the

ir way. down. There were;
‘mountain chickadees, various
warblers"and ushuts all together -

perhaps ction,: but

broadtailed hummmgblrds as'well
as' one pair of magnificent
hummingbirds. At -home, ‘we

igl body

~red head and. stnkmg black wings.
-Our - birds: are’a never- -ending
source of ‘enjoyment. May we
,always protect their habitats:so that

_ generations ‘to-come will continuc

to-have this source of plcasure;




