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2016/2017 Board of Directors 
• John Arant
• Evelyn Holbrook
• Ginny Holzemer 
• Noah Kendrick
• Suzanne Mead
• James Sherbert
• Peter Strupp
• Lori Gleason

FCF Staff 
• Chris Winger
• Meribeth Reeves
• Lori Kelchner
• Gloria Buechler-Birkenholz
• David Simmons
• Betsy Anderson
• Casey Cheuvront
• Jessica Holt

Quail Members $5,000+ 
• Anderson, Jett and Julia
• Anonymous 
• Arnold, Joan & Larry
• Borman, Linda & Tyler
• Elliot, Ian R
• Gougion, Dennis H.
• Jackson, Delmas & Virginia
• Lankford, Tom & Carolyn
• LeFevre, Douglas and Mollie
• MacLellan, Karen
• Masi Hancock Fund
• Strupp, Peter
• Wolfe Family Charitable Trust

Dear Friends of the Foothills Community Foundation:
Last year was a challenging, yet very successful one for your Foothills 
Community Foundation. This was due both to the growing impact of 
our community programs and to your strong, ongoing support of our 
Foundation’s core mission. 

A Revitalized Board
We took a number of steps to strengthen our board during the year.  

We added several new board members with expertise in areas most 
needed by the Foundation and its programs.  We quickly engaged 
them in our day-to-day operations as they joined other board members 
and our program directors in expanding our marketing, volunteer 
staffing and fundraising. 

We also launched a number of efforts aimed at increasing our 
involvement in education, the arts and community service. These 
included working with three of our top educational programs to 
broaden their outreach and ensure that their resources remain focused 
on the needs of an increasingly diverse population for years to come. 

In all of these efforts, we remained true to our founding mission of 
serving as an incubator for a diverse collection of programs that improve 
the quality of life for all of our neighbors here in the Foothills community.

A New State-of-the-art Theater
We were especially pleased to announce the launch of a major 

capital campaign to build a new performing arts theater. This exciting 
new theater and adjoining theater arts classrooms will become 
the home of our highly respected Desert Foothills Theater. When 
completed, it will provide an attractive focal point for the arts at our 
campus in North Scottsdale and greatly enhance our Foundation’s 
visibility in the community.

A Special Thanks to our Staff and Volunteers
We intend to continue the momentum of the past year in 2018 through 

expanded support of each of our programs. We run a very tight ship, 
achieving one of the best cost-benefit ratios in our non-profit community 
thanks to a small, highly skilled administrative staff and programs fueled 
largely by volunteers. Our success wouldn’t be possible without them and 
we are deeply appreciative of their dedication, passion and talent. 
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Numbers at a glance

Grant Funders 
• Kiwanis Club of Carefree 
• Arizona Commission on the Arts
• Scottsdale Cultural Council 
• Good Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church 

Gold Mine Thrift Shop
• Scottsdale League for the Arts

EventsInvestment Income 
& Asset Transfer

Contributions Earned IncomeGrants

INCOME

Income
Contributions $251,358
Grants $31,350
Events $46,008
Earned	  Income $404,943
Investment	  Income	  &	  Asset	  Transfer $53,743

Total  Income $787,402

Expense
Education	  	   $35,077
Community	  Service $231,974
Culture/Arts $388,297
Management/Administration $75,500
Fundraising $33,631

Total  Expenses $764,479

$35,077,	  5%	  

$231,974,	  30%	  

$388,297,	  51%	  

$75,500,	  10%	  

$33,631,	  4%	  

Expense  

EducaLon	  	  	   Community	  Service	   Culture/Arts	   Management/AdministraLon	   Fundraising	  

Culture/ArtsFundraising

Education Management
/Administration

Community Service

EXPENSE

Reaching Deeper into the Community
Today, your Foundation helps disadvantaged children and those 

with special needs and emotional challenges live richer lives through 
Kachina’s Place and Partners In Education. We promote desert 
awareness and environmental stewardship to safeguard our precious 
Sonoran Desert through the Desert Awareness Committee and its 
Desert Reach program.  We also deliver professional-level community 
theater performances and theatrical training right here in the north 
metropolitan region through the Desert Foothills Theater.

The Holland Community Center, our headquarters and the focal 
point for many other popular programs and services, reaches over 
40,000 of our neighbors each year. There rarely is a day or night 
when our conference rooms and gallery spaces are not in use.  
Morning Joe with Ted (a free-flowing conversation on topical issues 
over coffee), Happy Hour Meditation, Belly Dance Fitness classes 
and art exhibits of local artists’ works are just a few of the activities 
that have made the Holland Community Center an important 
resource for so many people. 

I’m proud to report that the Foothills Community Foundation and 
its programs reach over 50,000 of our neighbors each year. I’m even 
more pleased at how directly and at times profoundly we touch the 
lives of some very special people. 

Why Our Foundation and Programs Matter
This annual report will introduce you in more detail to the many 

programs we support. It also will share a number of personal 
stories about our programs and their impact. These include Bill 
Paynter’s, who at 70 and mostly in a wheelchair since birth, found 
his voice as Franklin D. Rooselvelt in the musical Annie. It also 
includes Chris who enthusiastically endorses Desert Awareness’ 
hands-on learning program at his school. See these and other 
stories on the following pages.

We Depend Upon You 
None of this would be possible without you. We are a community 

operated and funded not-for-profit organization and depend entirely 
upon your continued support, whether that’s through your financial 
contribution, your volunteer time and expertise, or your participation 
as a member of our audience. I encourage you to visit our website 
at www.azfcf.org and learn more about how you can participate in 
and benefit from our programs.

As always, we sincerely appreciate your support and hope you 
will remain part of our Foundation’s success in 2018 and for many 
years to come.  

Sincerely,

Jim Sherbert
Chairman of the Board 2018
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DAC promotes awareness and conservation 
of the unique Sonoran Desert ecology. The 

popular Desert Reach program engages 
over 800 students annually through hands-
on workshops in area schools and through 

guided tours of our educational Desert 
Awareness Park in Cave Creek. We also 
sponsor outings for adults, such as those 

on medicinal and edible botanicals, and 
promote desert stewardship at events 
around the state. Our award-winning 

children’s book Chloe and the Desert Heroes 
has been distributed to schools, libraries and 

shops statewide and is available nationally.

Desert Awareness Committee ►

Partners in Education (PIE) ► 
PIE enhances the lives of children and 
their families by making needs-based 

grants through Education and Community 
Services (ECS) to local schools in support 
of important enrichment programs. These 
include before and after-school activities 

and summer camp programs. In addition, 
they facilitate and sponsor robotics 

competitions in support of STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) 

initiatives in local high schools. They also 
collaborate with other local and national 
organizations to acquire new computer 

technology for area schools. Over 1,000 
Chromebooks will be donated this year.

“That’s pretty 
cool don’t get 
me wrong, I 
loved all the 
stations...can’t wait to have you back.”- Chris (4th grader) 
Chris attended Desert Awareness’ hand’s-on learning stations at 
his school. He loved Rosie the live tarantula, a popular attraction at 
all of DAC’s 40 plus Desert Reach school sessions. 

“I appreciate the 
Foundation scholarship 
and how it has blessed 
my life and family!!”      
- Kids Club parent 
A single working mother 
is grateful for the help she 
receives from a PIE/Foothills 
Community Foundation 
scholarship. It enables 
her to afford after school 
childcare for her children. 
The scholarship relieved a 
major financial burden and 
allowed her to work.  
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◄ Kachina’s Place 
Kachina’s Place is an equestrian center 
that provides individualized, comprehensive 
therapeutic experiences for clients with 
special needs and emotional challenges. 
We do this with the help of specially trained 
horses and a highly experienced staff through 
riding, carriage driving and interactive on-the-
ground activities. We offer a unique setting 
and an opportunity for our clients to grow 
to the best of their capabilities. Through the 
use of horses we strengthen life skills and 
enhance all areas of their lives. 

"Jaz is a wonderful 
young man, who 
just happens to 
be my oldest son. 
As a 30-year-old 
man with Down 
Syndrome, he 
has had some 
challenges in life. 
Kachina’s Place 
has made all the 
difference. It has 
given him a sense 
of purpose and 
self-worth and developed many valuable physical and cognitive skills 
thanks to individualized instruction on how to care for and ride his 
favorite horse Jasmine.” 

-Jill Pearns, Jaz’s parent. 

◄ Desert Foothills Theater 
We support award-winning community 
theater through The Desert Foothills Theater, 
which features local actors from age eight 
to 80.  In addition to performance arts, 
students young and old benefit from classes, 
workshops and camps that build expertise 
in many areas of the theatrical performing 
arts as well as such important personal 
skills as problem solving, self confidence, 
accountability, perseverance, and how to 
receive constructive feedback. Each year 
DFT attracts over 10,500 attendees, employs 
90 artists and technicians, and educates 300 
children and adults.

“My experience with 
DFT was, in a word, 
fabulous!” -  William 
Paynter, 70. 
Bill’s use of a wheel 
chair doesn’t lend 
itself to his being on 
stage. So to audition 
for the role of President 
Franklin D. Roose-
velt—a polio survivor 
like himself, and a 
childhood hero—for 
Desert Foothills Thea-
ter’s musical Annie, he 
had to take a leap of 
faith... and singing lessons. He says the experience of working 
with the caring staff and cast of DFT has rekindled his interest.
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Palo Verde ($2,000-4,999) 
• American Borate Company
• American Express Company
• Anonymous 
• Arant, John & Nora
• Castro, Janice & Norberto
• Gemmill, Jo
• Hart, Kathleen
• Herrmann, Robert J. & Barbara A.
• Hilton, Anne & Robert
• Holzemer, Glen & Ginny
• Keller, James & Leatrice
• Kendrick, Noah & Meghan
• Powell, Michael D & Margaret
• Reed, Jim & Lillian
• Reeves, Meribeth & Matthew
• Samloff, Harold
• Schmidt, Trisha & Richard
• Sparks, Jim & Karen

Saguaro Members ($1,000 -1,999) 
• Bingham, Barry & Jean
• Boyle, Megan & Garrett
• Dental Studio 101, LLC
• Ewald, Linda S.
• Kraft, Bonnie
• Manogian, John & Connie
• Marks, Stanley & Roberta
• Maurer, Janet & Marty Davis
• Miller, David R. & Sharon
• Miller, Jeffrey & Susan
• Perry, Stephanie
• Rambeau, Arch H. & Laree
• Robbins, Donald & Marilyn
• Sherbert, James & Christina
• Smith III, Ferdinand & Elaine
• Ward, Casidy
• Winger, Nordon & Chris
• Wirtz, Michael & Medelice

Holland Community Center (HCC) ►
FCF operates the Holland Center, the only community center 

of its kind in the North Valley. Annually, over 40,000 people 
benefit from a wide range of educational programs, meetings 

and social events hosted by FCF and community service 
organizations that rent space in our facility. Popular Holland 

Center programs include MindQuest’s annual brain health 
expo, fine arts exhibits and craft shows by local artists, as 

well as lecture series by area experts. It also is a community 
gathering place, featuring bingo and card games, discussion 

groups, exercise programs, HOA and civic meetings, 
receptions and dinners. Our lobby adjoins My Sweet Blessings 

Bakery & Bistro, which serves breakfast and lunch as an 
added amenity for all who gather at the Center.

Members  ($100 - 249) 
Andersen, Richard
Anonymous 
Bagby, Josephine R.
Barrow/Dignity Health
Basta, Donald
Bell, David & Janet
Bell, Ronald
Besemer, Douglas P. & Nancy L.
Borman, Sue E
Braucher, Joseph & Nancy
Burdick, Gary & Deborah
Burton, Burton E.
Campbell, Judith & James
Capri, Russ
Charlton, Cecilia M.
Clarke, Nancy & Ronald
Connelly, J. Scott
Davis, Judy
DeLashmutt, Aaron
Demastus, Dale and Karen
Desert Willow Elementary 
DiPietro, Peter & Palma
Doe, John & Liana
Drinkwater Stockton, Jamie
Eller, David

Feagler, Sue & John
Finch, Alfred W. & Elisabeth A.
Foley, E. Kay & Marty
Foussard, Marianne B. & Roger
Gardner, Greg & Cora
Garrett, Linda
Gleason, Lori & Cliff
Hahn, Ron & Susan
Hamer, Robert & Jane
Hatcher, Beth
Holbrook, Evelyn T. & John B.
Holden, J Wayne
HonorHealth
Howell, R. William & Lindanne
Kaplan, Cheryl & Allen
Knape, Cynthia & Todd
Kolb, Norman & Ann
MacAllen, James & Patricia
Mager, R. F. & Eileen W.
Manhart, Patricia
McGowan, Joyce Hing
McIntyre, Tina
McLean, Donald R.
Menk, Mary Louise
Mozilo, Paddi

Newhard, Lindsay
Perlmutter, Borah & Marcia
Peterson, JD & Alyce
Price, Michael & Kathrine
Rhoades, Thomas P. & Trudy
Rivers, Louis & Beatrice
Ronder, Margie & Bob
Rose, Dr. Kenneth & Micki
Schust, Christy Lee
Seng, Michael & Valerie
Seyer, Chris F. & Patricia
Smith IV, Ferdinand
Sonstelie, Richard & Cynthia 
Speer, Anna Lee
Starks, Nicolle & Seth
Swainhart Smiles PLLC
Swan, Robert & Kathryn
Thomas, Gabrielle
Vairo, Inge & Robert
Valade, Jerry & Julie
Ware, Marilyn & Philip
Webster, Susan
Weeks, Sue
Wilson, David & Suzann
Woodworth, Stephen & Robin
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Ocotillo Members ($500 - 999)
• Anonymous 
• Black Mountain Bridge
• Brandenburg, Maxine & Richard
• Brown, Thomas & Pamela
• Campbell, Paul & Donna
• Crowe, Ronald & Victoria
• Desert Foothills Choral Foundation
• Ellerbeck, Paul
• English Rose Tea Room, LLC
• Henderson, Carol & John
• Hesler, Anita & Christopher
• Knobel, Karin & John
• Payne, Toby & Deborah
• Phelps, Dick & Sue
• Putney, Mark & Linda
• Rosenburgh, Louise M.
• Sample, Charles W. & Jana B.
• Scully Learning Center
• Shirley, Victoria & Scott
• Solorzano, Molly
• Vaszily, Diane & John
• Yastrow, Sybil & Shelby

Cholla Members  ($250 - 499) 
• Colgan, Mary
• Cowie, Robert A. & Vanne S.
• DeLashmutt, Ed & Tamara
• Hale, Merideth & Jack
• Hoss, Robert J. & Lynne M.
• Jacobs, Norm & Janice
• Lai, Leonard & Diane
• Lowe, David
• Science Eye, Inc
• Sotok, Rosie & Fred
• Vaselaar, Ro & David
• White, Jane
• Wicks, John & Nedra

“Coming to HCC gives me a 
social connection, time out 
of the house  and a creative 
outlet.” - Jim Hahn,    
Jim attends a weekly class of the Cloud 
House artists and comes a bit early 
every week to have time for lunch with 
“the gang” before class. He’s built 
friendships, has developed a new 
passion for art, and would spend more 

time at HCC, but his 107-year-old mom, for whom he is a full-time 
caregiver, keeps him “pretty busy.”

Delores Borman
John Cole

Paul and Mary Schilling
Marjorie Sorenson

Karl Ratzsch



Hot news!
 » Desert Awareness Committee awarded prestigious literary 

prize for childrens book Chloe and the Desert Heroes.
 » Desert Foothills Theater announces plans for new home on 

North 60th Street for performance center and classrooms.
 » Kachina’s Place widens outreach to memory care and 

veterans groups for equine therapy.
 » Partners in Education announces return of its popular 

community-wide spelling bee.
 » Holland Community Center is establishing a new volunteer 

and member program.

Desert Awareness Committee 
Desert Foothills Theater 
Holland Community Center 
Holland Gallery of Fine Art  
Kachina’s Place 
Partners In Education 

Thank you for making FCF possible.

CONNECTING

LEARNING

ENJOYING

Foothills Community Foundation
34250 N. 60th St., Bldg B 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266

480.488.1090 phone
www.azfcf.org

A bequest in your will to FCF goes on helping for years to come


