by Ooeg Platis’

The - CCIA Qoanzm_uou OoEB-«Bo
dedicated: to.. ‘preserving: s EEE ‘0
Sonoran . Desert and- its
reaso; sEu. “possible:
Eon—n_.nn many magical t

Steinbeck and the - committee. net" ou_w,

- wholeheartedly - agrees: “with' that* but -also

. ing-desert flora -~ mesquite,

~verde; rmn_&na. desert §=o€.
thorn,

wishes for these: :..:wm_np_ things*’ — be they
plant; ‘animal; insect” or -vista — to be.én-
couraged to: continie . living for their..own
special - sakes -ard - for - ‘the spirityal :and

aesthietic enijoyment of man. The committee

w&ﬁ<nu in-the: harmonious: nnmvaon?_ E@?
aEm of man and ‘desert. - :

Last October there _shone a EEE.EH of
:E—n for  desert Enmng.mnop The city of
Scottsdale ‘set- a ‘heartening precedent by
becoming the.first EE:QU&_Q in Arizona to
enact .a native plant.- ordinance. T.oﬁnson
from damage.or removal: by construction and
no<&ovBoE »Q.SQ ‘was given to the follow-
ironwood, palo
Crucifixion,
>=No=w Bmoioon uénam m_»B.

Violations - of ‘this “erilightened angaa

| ‘can'mow incuf fines o =u to $10,000.-Such

monies would cn =mom by the QG “to _.nEmoo :

removed:of n_,wanmna plant materials. whose
retentiofi was’ required.... and .to maintain
replacement plant materials- fora period of

- three years’’ — 15 percent of-the.total fine
- payable would be kept by the city as payment

for enforcement of these regulations..
This u—.m—mqio:rv. effort-to. protect some

of our singular desert plants has-promoted -.

me to campaign for. similar-legislation ‘at the
state level. The coming months will see a
spirited oanamﬁ:. to’. persuade the- state
_om_m_mnoa of the dire need for a native plant

statuté that ‘would: curtail the large-scale .

mn_qum Om ur desert. by.vested interests.

be a uun -of: the: Ewnmmw, an.ma,_.ﬂ,_uwno.nwim. :
-not- a. Southern ;OwﬁoﬁEw.Quu sprawl. I
believe: that ‘there ‘can: be a rmEé balance-

stuck between  the economic and :the

ecological ‘and that it is- not-unreasonable
~(nor._ even

impractical)- to insist' that
developers build with and into _&av%wa not

.against and over it.

The recent passage of the state. Urban
Lands Bill ;?En_. now permits the state-of
Arizona to lease or sellits urban lands to
developers) makes the need for desert protec-

~tive legislation all ‘the more urgent: I have

reached the tragic conclusion that; unless we

- “act swiftly and surely to defend the desert, it -
Esn%nsmEnnm.oEréE w?m&m?ncﬁrmron -over-by- n#?EMmmInﬁéAw?g?owrmzn mﬁmﬁmaou?meuﬁm:r\

] EE: ‘it s EE for’ s_n. mmwn_._o _uowﬁw n.na it

.nnu_.amn.:m

“Wehave just been given a moEnn nrmuno to
turn iir protests into positive: _mw_m_w -
tion, No_u ‘Juanita Harelson (R¥ ~Tempe).has.
introduced House Bill 2505, patterned closély

] after thie Scottsdale ordinance amd: co-sigried
. by "District '24 ‘Sen. John Pritzlaff
Aw.m.rogcc whose nn_auwozo E—Bcn_. is

©255:5685. This bill will be heard in the Ei--

i

vifonmental Affaits Committee” (of iEnr
Rep: Harelson is chairwoman) on Tuesday,

 March 2-at 9:30 a.m. (double=check tirie with
_Harelson’ s office — Nmm-wwo& I :—G_o_.n

each- arid- every desert-lover in'the Foothills
areéa to éither attend this hearing at the House
of:! Nnu_.anamzﬁm (1700 'W. Washington, -
Phoenix, 85007) ‘or to call or write Rep.
Hareélson before Tuesday and let her and the
committee Know of your firm support, This -
will be’ critically important . _..o -our . %un:
preservation effort. .
- Here’s a rare and splendid oE.oR:EQ no

desert and its greening over with artificial . - naut we call-progress and will'not survive for: - Desert — let’s seize’ it wua _uﬁ mmio al-

iwﬁ?mdm&:._m lush fandscapes. We-came to-

f nwn ..:E_.o.naowagﬁ of mnnnnmsonw to noﬂmu

apathyl:



