Consgggences of scraping it bare

As “‘civilization’’ encroaches
upon the fragile desert, many
changes take place, particularly
upon land that is zoned for com-
mercial use. A tendency has been
observed to clean off land that is
put up for sale, destroying the

natural vegetation, perhaps with-

the idea that it will look neater

and sell guicker than land left

with its natural vegetation intact.

But please wait a minute, Mr,
or Mrs. Landowner, and consider
the consequences of denuding a
piece of land before specific plans
are made for its use. See what
you may be destroying, and con-
sider how much better it might be
to leave the land as it is, at least
until its use has been determined
and a desert-minded architect has
made proposals for its develop-
ment.

Consider the ironwood and
palo verde trees. How much
would they cost to replace? Cer-
tainly many hundreds of dollars
— if it is possible at all. (A
nursery-grown ironwoed in a
" 15-gallon pot costs from $35 to
$40, and will take many years to
reach a mature size.) Consider
too, the cost in wildlife habitat
and soil erosion when an area is
unnecessarily bladed.

These are some of the conse-

quences of altering an area from -

a natural to an artificial state.
Stripped land quickly loses its
thin topsoil to wind and water
erosion, creating air pollution
and causing runoff rather than
retention of water that may
replenish the aquifer. (Have you
not noticed that even quite steep
hillsides with natural vegetation
retain most of the rainfall, and
that most runoff occurs on roads
and-other denuded areas?)

In disturbed sail, it is the seeds
of weeds that germinate most
readily, with desert broom,
tumbleweed, fiddleneck and
ragweed quickly dominating the
area. Without natural vegetation,
the ground itself becomes hotter
in summer and colder in winter.
Hungry wildlife, deprived of a
natural food supply, is quickly
attracted to plantings in yards
which they might otherwise leave
alone.
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Most young cacti, especially in-
fant saguarocs, are vulnerable to
dehydration and sunburn, and to

freezing in cold weather, if
deprived of shade. Evaporation is
accelerated and shallow roots are
destroyed. Even large saguaros

.suffer when ground cover is

removed from their shallow root
systems.

Consider for a moment the
great value of the most common
desert plant, the lowly bursage.
This is one of the least ap-
preciated and yet most valuable
of the desert plants. It serves as a

ground insulator in both summer
and winter, retards wind and

. water erosion, provides shelter

for wildlife, and food when
drought conditions make other
plants less plentiful.

It provides mulch as dead
leaves fall off and become part of
the soil, resulting in a softer
ground into which small animals
can burrow, It is essential to the
reproduction of many cacti,
especially saguaros which must
have shade for several years if
they areé to survive, It offers
shelter and protection to many

small animals and quail from ~ -

predators and raptors, and
vitamins which quails need for
reproduction.

Why scrape it off before plans
are made for the land? Do you
honestly feel that bare dirt looks
better than natural desert vegeta-
tion? We know that changes will
come, but please, let them come

in an orderly, planned way that

stespects the desert rather than
destroying it.

Call 1-800-352-0700 to réport
and acquire help for injured
wildlife of any kind. This number
should also be called to report
game law violations.

Questions or comments are in-
vited. Please write: Conservation
Committee, P.O. Box 4212, Cave
Creek, AZ 85331.



