gyd and 1'do’ a lot of hlking
[ have seen so many tracks

td “what made that kind of a
k"2 While in the bookstore
tly, I came across the neat-
ISMALL, (4 1/2" X 5 3/4" —

p{, It is “Animal Tracks of the

ithwest,” by Chris Stall.

'95]

n the mtroductlon, “How to’

% this Book,” he says when

fmd a track, “measure it by
1 th

Ethe trail “and always won-

f_ect for the hikers backpack)

- our home made me wonder "who )
' - . matched the 8 to 16 inches. But

n ‘tracking’ desert

qu1ckly through .until you find
tracks' that are about the size
from smallest to largest.” He al-
so gives: you TRACKING TIPS,

one of which he “tells: you “on -

very firm surfaces, place your
cheek on the -ground and ob-
serve the surface, first through
one eye, then the other, looking

for unnatural depressions- or -
disturbances.”

The. footprints . captured ‘as
the cement of the sidewalk was
hardening, just two blocks from

out to our concrete sidewalk to
begin: . our 1earnmg cycle " of’
“TRACKING," first in our nelgh-

" borhood. .

Our “neighborhood  tracks”

‘diameter. Please!-

vildlife

These : dr;
pings were all ' lined up in

. three-column rowas thov

measure just 2 1/2 inches to 3

inches in length like the coyote

* tracks on page.67.

Another criteria  which
matched. “The walking strides of

" 8 to 16 inches and leaps to 10

feet may help you distinguish
coyote tracks from those of do-.
mestic dogs with feet of the same»
size.” Our . concrete tracks

this guy must not have needed

.. to leap, as we did not find any of

10 feet distance The sun hot, the
poncrete -also .hot, w ::both: de-

cone. Dog diets
different and will

placed there! And all were on
two-inch rubber* door jam. N¢
on the concrete or dirt! Nowh
else in the yard: did we' fin¢
single scat. Well, I asked Syc
take a look, and remove:then

The following day, we went
an early hike. On our way hoi
we stopped at our neighbors'¢
discussed the. droppings at

' door. It was a unanimous (

nus'1 — me) decision that it x
from TOADS! It ‘must have b

-from’a couple gathering the

Immediately upon - arriv
home, T checked the front d
— AND.SUPER WOW! If the &
from the day. before was: frox
couple of toads, then there m
have been: AD:




