ert Awareness Committee
The desert branch of the cactus

ily represents the most ad- -

ced form of a highly speCIal-

group of desert plants cafled =
rophites; meaning: "dryplants "
y are able-to survive many -

ths to several years of -great
t and severe drought. This
arkable adjustment is the
sult of millions of years of
olutionary discipline and adap-

Cacti are succulents, but notall

culents are cacti. Confusion

arisen from -the widespread,
mistaken notion, thatany plant

1 spines on the tips or edges of

eaves or stem is a cactus. Cen-

-plants, yuccas and ocotillos .

frequently called cactus but »‘

The spines on cacti are
dified leaves. The spines serve

four purposes: they create-shade
yr the plant as the sun passes by; -
ey channel moisture from -

wers into the areolas at point of

hment to the plant; they af- .
ford protection against animals -
_in the case of .the chollas, -

spines are barbed so that they will

attach themselves to passing -
imals and be transported to

other area where it-is brushed

‘resin covered layers of the out

walls .expand and shrmk -ace




