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In En wet washes, mm: is more
spectacular. The cottonwoods are
and alder make a splash of
yellow, with a conspicuous show
of dropping their leaves. After
the sycamores shed their yellow

pattern on the landscape. Poison
ivy makes a showy red — but
beware! The desert willows, too,
will soon be baré-branched.

"“The jojoba plants had a fair-
to-poor crop of beans. this year.
» The pods have, for the most part,
split open. Most of the acorn-
like-seeds have been eaten by
birds and rodents, but a few can
still be found. If you like strong
coffee and dark chocolate, the
flavor is pleasing. I have become
quite addicted to them.

cloak, the white bark plays a new

Desert broom must be men-
tioned, because it is so prevalent.
Its bright-green, upside-down
broom-look will soon be topped

by a profusion - of zn__oi-irxa,

blooms. The buds are now in'the
making. It will bloom from Oc-
tober to February.

Rabbitbush is also a fall
bloomer. Its 'mass .of  yellow

flowers can be seen along road-

sides and in dry washes. They
have a strong smell, and are best
viewed from a distance. %

‘One cannot help but notice'
how | clean-looking the desert’

floor- has become. It has a
manicured look, as though some
zealous gardener has clipped.and

raked beneath each tree and.

shrub. All leaves, twigs and seeds
have been cleaned + away by

hungry little mouths and beaks,
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material. - The gleaners of nﬁ:

desert have been busy. The sum-

mer rains have helped wash it
clean. . F
Fall is a time for iw:&dm in‘the -

‘

desert — looking, FﬁoE:“m.E
meditating. We in the’ Foothills
are 'so fortunate to be a ‘part” of
the desert’s qmun:—r@ m:n vnwoa




