r Nancy Laxzure :

As the days grow longer
1d the nights continue to be
ore mild, there.are many

sns of spring. Some of the

rds, which have been win-

r residents, ledave for cooler : -

imates, and other species |
turn to the desert. When |
e curvebilled  thrasher

arts his daily serenades, we.
n look for the brown-head-
| and bronzed cowbirds,:

aite-winged doves, elf owls,

'blaek—chmned
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birds, ‘western kingbirds, ori-
oles and most great talled
grackles.

- -The turkey vulture after
wintering 'in Mexico, begins
to appear in the skies- over
Arizona in March and ‘early
Aprll

As is so often “thé ‘case’

humrmng- ‘

The turkey vulture is the

“most.common vanety in Ari-

zona. They are sometimes re-
ferred to as “buzzards;” but

this is not their proper name.

They_are -called turkey vil-
tures because when the early

- American colonists sawthem

they mistakenly _- thought
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-When man becomes mvolved
- in nature, vultures became
-victims in . South America .
. .when .. farmers feared that

they: mlght spread dlsease

because they ate .carriom... -
Thousands of theése ‘blrds:"
" were slaughtered
“all tests done by 1
. show .that dlsease ca‘

germs are kllled in ithe. vul— .
‘tures’ digestive systems. :
So, in an ever-more: crowd—
ed world, where we’ must be’
- eoncerned ‘with our env1ron—'\ r
ment, turkey vultures are.do-: -
ing their share to help

members of the Desert Aware- ; :

ness Commtttee of Cau

_tee, P.O. Box 172“ Cav
Creek, AZ85331. .

~keepihg’ the

v keen allomng them |
= food - from B
" "They can--also detect
_with their highly develog
-olfactory - systems. -In fa

- them to be wild turkeys.

Turkey vultures are lar
black, broad-winged bir
with naked red heads.. Th
wingspan' can reach up
five.and a half feet. They c
be seen soaring high- abc
our desert floor in huge. I
circles. Their dark wings ¢
in a noticeabie  shallow’
with lighter: colored feathx
on the underside.

As-they-circle, their bod
tip from side to side, a
hardly a flap is needed
they. ride the warm air o

-rents, called thermals. T

long primary feathers at t
wing tip stabilize the bir
allowing them to 'soar.

_ great lengths of time. '

. deed a perfect ‘name’ "
‘these birds whose- diets ‘¢
“sist’ mamly of dead’and r
ting ﬂesh “They" prov1de t
““tnans a valuable service

co‘unt_ry51

cleaned up..
Thelr sense\

\ turkey vultures-are the o

vultures in the world, otl
" than king vultures in Sot

America, that have-a -dey
oped sense of smell. They ¢

. be seen singly or in grou

circling above a meal. Tt

--are- not: territorial; -and th
‘powerful wings can te

““them for miles searching:
‘their next meal.

Female vultures lay one

" “three white or grayish-gre

eggs in such places as;cav

‘hollow trees deserted “bui

ings or-on ‘the ground L
time is spent constructing
nest. The incubation time

- about- 58 days and the e
‘are: cared for
“rents.

by

both. p



