All are eavy users of watcr but

the heaviest user of them all is the -
7 waxy substance which clogs the
. pores”"of 'the “lcaves, ‘greatly |
reducing” transptrauon “Tests have

'",}shown “that. '
transpiration’ by 25 percent 075 ,
_percent for various perrods of

tamansk Natural_rs_t Ruth Krrk

wecks throughout the summcr

much “as 15 mches evcry four :

A second mcthod of coping wnh
tamansk is spraying it with a

praying ’cuts

time. thdltl‘e control agencies are

" turning more and more to spraymg '

rathcr than eradrcatron
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“ability to leaf out and transpire

. only after a rain’ or the crcosote
-.and Gila Rrvers and in many - bush's three distinct types of
rother parts” of the “Southwest a "~ leaves, each adapted to a dtfferent :
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However, the lamartsk is the'

twrgs and branches and cvaporated ;
*“only green thing-in some parts of

info the atmosphere by the Icaves, =

* the desert. Its branches give
:dangerous intruder is infesting:the - environmental condition. there js a loss of good water which  “abundant “shade " o ~"birds’ gand .
 Tivers, cloggt“_ [nst * compéi _.animals “where | 10 -other. ‘is
'::::)(t)t;vn‘i\lzgods e ] wil ANLS St Cubic metersperyear ~.available. Doves by the thousands i

The name of this* menacing

ahcn is Tamarix’ Galltca better

i country ‘from’ the Medrterranean

' ;. region ea.rly inthe'19th century as -,

available for ‘human .use." But

allevrate Phoenix’ water problem
for ~many ; years At has' becn

Of course, not all the billions of
gallons of water ‘squandercd by the”
tamarisk “would ‘otherwise “be. .

enough would be avarlable to ;.. )
- its crown, arousing'memories of .-

+find sanctuary among its leaves.
“And ‘more “than" one camper

“sceking shelter beneath tamarisk
- “branches’has been lulled to sleep

by the soughmg of air currents in -

mountain winds blowmg throngh A

i . y evergreen forests
" an erosion- -control plant. It served - region, thc tamartsk “has i1 but R
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I fg) r‘(’::g :;c;hzggﬁm‘::: :leal:‘f 3' - replaced the once vast cottonwoo _
g o cscaped its culttv ated boun ds - and willow commumty water used by the lamarisk, The .- permanentpart of the desert scene, -

' ol Pcrhaps the worst danger from most obvrous way 1s the physrcal - and a lovely onc Cave Creekers

: TR e ‘water-in a locale ‘where that vital rcmovmg the tamansk is n ttas,;;- mighty and bcautlful grove of :
-1t .was .not. the. desert. ~ commodity is in extremely short - simple as it sounds. Not only is it - tamarisk almost in the, -very heart - -
environment of the Southwest as - supply. :The tamansk -iS 2 expensrve, but the appearance. ofﬂ; of town, would strongly oppose
~such 'which  tamarisk - found - .P.QEE@‘OP__X..:_*]‘ te,.a te r________gm mcanin '
auractive.: Apart from its small . . trees and bushes whose roots reach °
leaves the plant had no-specially . down to groundwater, “Other ve.' . destroy it; to reduce its wasteful 1
;adapted desert survwal features. It phreatophytes include mesgu: - Furthermore “tamarisk ’ has ;an” water USC o the greatcst possible - :
~lacked -the huge water storage = Wwillow, cottonwood, arrowweed  annoying way of regrowing afier " extent.”And "then "to’ relax” and
-capacity of the cacti; the ocotillo’s -and_sefgwtllow LR T _rcmoval i ~ emjoy its unique bcautres o '
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are lookmg for ways to conserve
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" to manage the tamarisk; not.to
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eradication. The’ object should be -



