years . old, East :of Tucson the: largest - kmown
specnmen has ‘52 ‘arms; ‘and is. believed to° welgh
about 10 tons. It -is: estimated that: this- giant is
‘about 240 years-old.. Here in:the Foothills, the
world’s. talles aguaro measures. 80 feet.

d weighing - only _one three-
nce, may end up: 1270 feet tall
ated at’ 6,200 tons; takmg

.thousandth of a
and at a welght est

more -than:1,000: ‘years 'to  achieve the feat of :

‘multiplying, 600 billion times in‘mass:
It is estlmated the Joshua tree Tives for 200 or

300 years. ‘growing-as:tall-as-30 feet: Butdid you-
l:now a large"ocotlllo is: probabl 200 years old'lA

ase is’ dlfflcult

now: e of. your native plants'.'k
We've all heard that saguaro .may be 200 to 300

‘eouma of ‘C "fOrma, which

“The ;growth of creosote is normally slow, and usj :
t eternune, but some: probably

“Jl‘a //ﬂ; ‘i
\Commlttee

plants grow in the hlghlands of Centra.l Mexmo to
9. feet. in. height, a single trunk often 4 feet
through In the. early 1930s, 'scientists. estimated
they attained a weight of 4,000'to 5, 000 pounds to
an age .of 1,000 years.. -That sounds- like a- wild"

" over-estimiate, yet from a cactus book pubhshed in

1973, we. find “the giant barrel cactus, -although

only 9 feet in height, with: similar girth -and -
weighing ‘several thousand poui‘lﬂﬁi may well be
500 or600years old:” . o

And fmally, the - “Old Man Cactus”
(Cephalocereus senilis), which we.see sold locally
at 2 or 3 inches can, in its native habitat'i in Mexrco,
form'columns up to 40 feet high and about 18 in-

: "ches across. These' plants are thought to be about ;

200 years old.

‘So, before chsturbmg or- domg away with a.
' native.plant,. remember. it. may be-d genuine anti-
% que;-and-deserving: of respect.for havmg suryived
‘this’ desert for'many’ more years than you - ool R




