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identify it. After, checking ... my
“Audubon - Guide - to. North
American Reptiles- and: Amphi-

. bians’” (1 looked-under both two-, .
‘call-*

toned-and striped snakes),
ed my:friend and fead about
snakes’— Sonora semian-
! We: were: sure of -it. This
tiny,:glassy snake is‘8-19: inches
long. There is a great variation in

told me a 'snake got"

if: could’; g
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snakes can be

the back pattern: it can have red, .
‘orange or beige back stripe or be
‘crossbanded,

single meck band - to. evenly ,
" spaced, saddle-shaped.ﬁ otch
eyish- to bands with interspaces:: @
-clmg ‘the: body. - It ‘mates: -sprit
.and fall, and the young are 4-5in-

ranging from. -

ches long. . -
‘They like open areas with
loose, sandy soil, mesqulte

thickets “along: river-banks, and

.brushy desert areas to 6,000 feet,

This- is a secretive’ burrowmg

“snake, -and it is not poisonous.
My friend thanked me and was-

ready to hang up. I'said; ‘Justa

minute; I haven’t-told you'the’

best part! They prey on scor-
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plons, splders centlpedes and in-
"“sects.”’’So many.people think on-
* ly- *kill, Kkill* when' they see: &

- ‘snake, _that they‘fall\to reahz;

“:Due o 1ts dxmmunve sxze and
secluswe burrowmg habxts,
“ground snakes are ‘observed: Jess
frequently in the foothxlls area

than some of" the'
_active diurnal rela £
*a variety of ‘snak spemés do.in-
‘abit our locality, the most likely
to be commonly seen are the red:
Tacer;’ kingsnake, bull or:
‘snake and the western dxamon B
“back rattlesnake. 3
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