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All forms of life deserve reverence

Approach in reverence all
Jorms of life. In the least signifi-
cant is hidden the key to the most
significant. All works of life are
significant - yes, marvellous, sur-
passing and inimitable. Life does
not busy itself with useless trifles.
To issue from the workshop of
nature, a thing must be worthy of
nature’s loving. care and most
Ppainstaking art. Should it not be
worthy of your respect, at least?

Mikhail Naimy

The very first thing I saw in
Carefree the other day was a
bulldozer brutally biting into a
Palo 'Verde, our state tree. The
entire site, slated ‘for an office
complex, was stripped to -bare
earth by the end of that day. The
place of this desolation is along
Cave .Creek Road, just east of
““Our Place’ restaurant.

Recoiling from this ‘shocking
sight, I thought yet again of
Albert  Schweitzer’s credo of

reverence for life. And realized, -

sadly, that our world of speed
and greed still has so very far to
go before reaching such a
reverence.

An immense pity, really,
because only when, as a society,
we learn to revere nature, will we
come to revere the humanity in

" human being. If that sounds

unreasonable, then think back on
your own encounters with people
in nature.

There was a ray of insight and
wisdom in a recent letter to the
editor, quoting Schweitzer also.
A Cave Creek lady, bless her,
wrote: ‘‘I.hope enough speak out
that destroying this land fosters
more destruction, and more and
more and more. Then what? The

(which he lived out religiously in
his day-to-day life) came to him
in 2 moment of revelation while
voyaging up the Ogowe River in
the Congo: ‘‘Reverence for life.”

From that moment on, he
showed "reverence ‘to all living
things - not only humans, but in-
sects and plants, even.  He
pointed out, quite truly, that all
living things share the 'inex-
tricable bond of life. That the
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final destruction will not be seen
in the land only, but in the people
- oldsters, youngsters ‘and in bet-
weensters. 1 have worked with
them all. People need nature.”’

Who, 'then, was this Albert -

Schweitzer? He was a man earlier
this century who first gained
world renown as a concert
organist. Then, in his thirties, he
abandoned this gift of great
music and took up medicine.
When qualified as a doctor, he

fate of a mere ant or leaf is finally
that of a human being.

When the miracle that g life is
removed from ant or leaf or
human, then all are equally level-
ed by death. It is life, vibrant and
vivid, that connects all-animate
creatures.

Therefore, Schweitzer reason-
ed, this living link must be
honored and revered.- If you
should think him hopelessly ec-
centric or wildly impractical, then
listen to how he explains his

life is sacred; including forms of
life that from the human point of
view may seem to be lower than
ours. He makes distinctions only
from case to case, and under
pressure of necessity, when he is
forced to decide which life he will
sacrifice in order to preserve
other lives. In thus deciding from
case to case, he is aware that he is
proceeding subjectively and ar-.
bitrarily, and that he is accoun-
table for the lives thus sacrificed.
The man who is guided by the
ethics of reverence for life stamps
out life only from inescapable
necessity, never from thought-
lessness. He seizes every occasion
to feel the happiness of helping
living things and shielding them
Jrom suffering and annihilation.
Whenever we harm any form
of life, we must be clear about
whether it was really necessary to :
do so. We must not go beyond
the truly unavoidable harm, not
even in seemingly insignificant
matters. The farmer who mows:
down a thousand flowers in his
meadow, in order to feed his
cows, should be on guard as he
turns  homeward not to
decapitate some flower by the
roadside, just by way of”
thoughtlessly passing the time.
For then he sins against life
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one another. On that far-off day left for darkest Africa and spent

wihtout being under the compul-
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